CHAPTEE IX
GERMANY'S BELATED PEACE EFFORTS    '
UNTIL Monday, July 27, Bethmann and his colleagues
at Berlin had adhered consistently to their policy of hoping
and insisting that the Austro-Serbian conflict could and
should be localized. Early on Sunday afternoon, July 26,
having heard of some of the Russian military decisions at
Krasnoe Selo and that "all preparations are being made
for mobilization against Austria/7 * Bethmann again stated
Germany's attitude and sought to dissuade Russia from
taking mobilization measures which Blight endanger the
peace of Europe:
Since Count Berchtold has stated to Russia that Austria
wishes to make no territorial acquisitions in Serbia, but
only to bring about quiet, maintenance of European peace
depends on Russia alone. Confiding in Russia's love of
peace and in our long-established friendly relations, we trust
that she will take no step that will seriously endanger
the peace of Europe.2
At the same time, in similar telegrams to London and
Paris, Bethmann urged England and France to exercise a
iPourtales to Bethmann, July 25, received July 26, 3:28 A.M., K.D.,
194.
^ Bethmann to Pourtales, July 26, 1:35 P.M.; K.D., 198. Later in
the evening (7:15 P.M.; K.D., 219) he made a stronger appeal, indicating
his willingness "to support Russia's desire not to have the integrity of
the Serbian Kingdom placed in question." Both communications "made
a very good impression" on Sazonov, who said "a way must be found
of giving Serbia her deserved lesson while sparing her sovereign rights,"
as might be done if Germany would cooperate in influencing Austria,
to moderate some of her demands (Pourtales to Bethmann, July 28;
KD.} 282).